
       

    

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them  
who are the called according to his purpose.  Romans 8:28 

 
 

Seasoned Living: Bitter 
 

Some people avoid bitter flavors, but nutritionists tell us many bitter foods are excellent for our health. Bitter 

melon, for example, is a cucumber-shaped melon that tastes very bitter, but it’s packed with phytochemicals and 

antioxidants. Cranberries are tart and bitter, but they can reduce inflammation, blood sugar, blood pressure, 

stomach infection, and tooth decay. Apple cider vinegar is also an elixir for health. 
 

We all have bitter moments in life, but God has a remarkable way of using them for our spiritual and emotional 

well-being. The opening scenes of the short Old Testament book of Ruth describe the grief and hardship that befell 

Naomi. She wanted to change her name to Mara, which means “bitter.” But throughout the book, God worked in 

providential ways for her and her daughter-in-law, Ruth. And by the end of the story, Naomi was one of the 

happiest grandmothers in the Bible. Her life was filled with the mature blessings of God. 

 

Charles Spurgeon said, “God not only takes away the bitterness and gives sweetness in its place, but turn 

the bitterness into sweetness itself.” 
 

 
 

P B & J (Prayer Breakfast & Jesus) Ladies Fellowship & WMU  
Saturday, August 13th, we will meet at 9:00 am in the church fellowship hall for our 

monthly Ladies Fellowship Prayer Brunch. Then at 10:00am, we will hold our monthly 
WMU meeting. All ladies are encouraged to stay and to attend WMU but you are not 

required to do so.   
 

Church Conference 
Sunday Evening, August 7th, following the regular service we will 
be having our church conference.  We have several items that 
will be presented to the church family.  Church members are 
encouraged to attend. 
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                Weekly Services 
Worship            10:00 AM Sunday 
Worship              6:30 PM Sunday                 
Worship              6:30 PM Wednesday 
 

 

 

Let us be Faithful Stewards. 
Financial Report thru July 24, 2022 

             Required       Received 
Yearly    $215,386.74       $ 115,965.31 

Weekly   $   4,142.05           $     3,865.51 (Wkly Avg.) 
 

A Giving Church is a Living Church! 

 

 

Remember to pray for those 
on our Prayer List and in our 

Prayer Box. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

When something bad happens in the life of a new Christian, they will often say, “Lord, why is this 
happening to me?” When something bad happens in the life of a mature Christian, they will often say, 
“Lord, why is this happening to me?” Same question, but different motivations. The new Christian may 
think it unreasonable that a bad thing happened. But the mature Christian knows problems are part of 
life in a fallen world. His “Why?” question is to discern from God what he can learn from the difficult 
situation—how he might grow in faith. 
 
It has been said that difficulties don’t determine who we are. Rather, they reveal who we are. Said 
another way, the same heat that softens butter can make mud hard as a brick. It all depends on how the 
thing being heated responds. The same with the human heart. Difficulties can soften one heart and 
harden another. 
 
When the teenage Joseph was sold by his brothers into slavery, he no doubt asked the “Why?” question. 
At first, he may have thought, “What did I do to deserve this?” But later, his “Why?” likely turned into, 
“Oh, now I see why!” He realized God had sent him to Egypt to prepare a place for Jacob’s family to 
escape the famine in Canaan. 
 
Joseph, in Egypt, and Daniel, in Babylon, both revealed their character to their pagan masters. Their 
difficulties caused the presence of God to be manifested through them. In the New Testament, no one 
endured more difficulties over a longer time than the apostle Paul (2 Corinthians 6:3-10; 11:23-29). He 
described his difficulties as being “hard-pressed,” “perplexed,” “persecuted,” and “struck down.” But 
never “crushed,” “in despair,” “forsaken,” or “destroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). He called his troubles 
“the dying of the Lord Jesus” so that “the life of Jesus also may be manifested in [his] body” (verse 10). 
His troubles revealed the “treasure” of Christ within (verse 7). 
 
When you experience difficulties in life, it’s not wrong to ask “Why?” Just make sure you’re asking for 
the right reason.  Troubles in life are normal (Job 5:7). Our response will manifest Christ to the world—
or not. 
 


 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
Mike Hosti 8/16, Tom Stevens 8/24, David Scoggin, Wanda Parker 8/27,   

Cheryl Horton 8/28, Sondra Perry 8/29 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
Gary & Sue Bentley 8/5     Ron & Judi Kelley 8/11     Ron & Cheryl Horton 8/22 
 

*************************************************************************************************** 

Grace is when God gives us good things that we don’t deserve.  

 Mercy is when He spares us from bad things we deserve.   

Blessings are when He is generous with both.   

Truly, we can never run out of reasons to thank Him.   

God is Good All The Time! 

 

   


